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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 9, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Health Office Pam Fortner, State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Mt Caesar Head Librarian Caddie 
Gregory, Assessor Dave Marazoff, Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith among others. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley updated the group on COVID-19 and said NH has 788 cases and 18 deaths. Recreational facilities 
were discussed at the Board meeting last night and the Town has decided not to close the facilities.  He 
said staff will do a press release stating that the facilities are open for use, but the expectation is that 
people will take reasonable precautions.  Branley said all resources on COVID-19 are now on one page 
on the Town’s website. He added that the volunteer interest form was taken down to update it. It will 
be put up again within next 24 hours. 
 
Marazoff said he hasn’t heard anything more on the executive order about tax abatements. Branley said 
the Board of Selectmen yesterday decided that waivers will be done on a case by case basis as has been 
done in the past.  Marazoff said he will be making some recommendations for the Town about the 
executive order once it is clarified.  He noted some folks have called him about their abatement 
applications and he said he told them that they haven’t been forgotten and he will be getting back to 
individuals eventually. 
 
Smith asked about the Carpenter Home forest property and wondered if a timber harvest could be used 
to offset some of the revenue shortage that the Town may experience in the future.  He noted that 
there will be harvesting done at Mt. Cresson this summer and perhaps a joint project could enhance 
revenue for the Town. Branley said he would look into that idea. 
 
Hutwelker said it has been a challenge to get microphones for Board meetings that can be used with a 
laptop. He asked Marazoff if he might be able to help with that given his musical background. Marazoff 
said small 8” size microphones would be suitable, and he would be happy to look into it and pass along 
what he learns to Branley.  
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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Hutwelker asked Branley about the daily statistics and whether they included recoveries. Branley said 
the total number includes recovered persons.  He said he is getting the information from the Health and 
Human Services website.  He said it is the cumulative total. Colby asked about Swanzey numbers.  
Branley said he thought there were two cases in Swanzey.  Mattson stated at Cheshire Medical he 
believes three patients with COVID-19.   Fortner said she has the numbers:  788 total cases in the state, 
552 are active, 227 recovered and 18 deaths. Cheshire County has a total of 14 cases. 
 
Gregory said she is starting a library YouTube video with books being read aloud by first responders.  
Please email her if interested in doing the reading.  Her email is: Mtcaesar1@gmail.com Gomarlo said 
that is a cool idea and will be well received. 
 
Branley responded to a chat question and said the Town is open tomorrow despite it being a Federal 
holiday. 
 
Meeting over at 2:15 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on April 22, 2020  
 


